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INTRODUCTION 
This report focuses on changes in the Nebraska farm sector from 1969 to 
1978. Items of major interest include number, size, and types of farms; re-
source use and output; tenure patterns; age of farm operators; forms of 
farm business organizations; and capital investment. Data sources are the 
1969, 1974, and 1978 Censuses of Agriculture. 
Farms with annual sales of $2,500 or more-segregated here to maintain 
consistency among Census reports-are emphasized. They accounted for 93 
percent of all farms, but 99 percent of all land in farms and virtually all 
(99.7 percent) of the value of farm product sales for Nebraska farms in 1978 
(Table 1). Their relative importance increased from 1969 to 1978. Most 
farms selling less than $2,500 worth of farm products per year represent 
rural residences of elderly retired people, disabled persons, and people with 
off-farm occupations whose incomes are mainly from sources other than 
farming. By any of the measures used in Table 1, these places accounted for 
a smaller proportion of total farm activity in 1978 than in 1969. 
NUMBER AND SIZE DISTRIBUTION OF NEBRASKA 
COMMERCIAL FARMS, 1969-78 
Sales Classes 
In 1978 there were 61,461 Nebraska farms with product sales of $2,500 
and over-a reduction of about 1,100 from 1974 and nearly 2,000 less than 
in 1969. Dramatic changes occurred in the distribution of farms among 
sales classes between 1969 and 1978 (Table 2). In general, smaller farms de-
clined in number while large farm numbers increased . For example, in sales 
classes of $2,500-19,999, farm numbers declined by more than 45 percent. 
However, the number of farms with sales of $100,000 or more increased 
more than three times during the same period. 
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Results are much the same if analyzed by the proportion of total sales ac-
counted for by each sales class (Table 3) . In 1978, about two-thirds of all 
agricultural product sales were made from farms with total sales of 
$100,000 or more. In 1969, only two-fifths of all sales came from farms in 
the top sales category. Sales from farms with less than $40,000 in gross sales 
declined on both an absolute and relative basis. 
Some data from Tables 2 and 3 can be combined to give additional in-
sights into the size of Nebraska's farming operations. For example, in 1978, 
only 16.8 percent of all farms had sales of $100,000 or more, but these same 
farms accounted for 66 .2 percent of all sales. Farms in the $2,500-4,999 
sales category accounted for 6.2 percent of all farms and only .3 percent of 
all sales. In short, Nebraska firms parallel the national trend where relative-
ly few farms sell a lot and lots of farms sell relatively little. 
Comparisons of farm numbers and distributions by sales classes among 
time periods are affected by various factors. Price levels received and quan-
tities sold ultimately determine sales value, but these are in turn influenced 
by other factors. For example, weather conditions obviously affect annual 
crop production on individual farms. Production of both crops and li ve-
stock also changes because of shifts in resource commitments to individual 
farm enterprises . Prices received by farmers for grains and livestock are 
determined primarily by competitive supply-demand forces, but supply and 
demand are in turn affected by inflation throughout the economy. Between 
1969 and 1978, the general price level increased 92 percent, as measured by 
the Gross National Product deflator . This pushed many Nebraska farms in-
to higher sales categories even though purchasing power may have changed 
little. 
Acreage Categories 
Farm acreage, another frequentl y used measure of farm size, gives an ad-
ditional perspective of changes in the Nebraska farm sector from 1969-
1978. Overall, the average acreage of Nebraska farms increased slightly. 
But this overview does not tell the entire story of changes among acreage 
categories. 
The number and percentage dist ribution of Nebraska farms by acreage 
categories for 1969, 1974, and 1978 are shown in Table 4. These data indi-
cate that in 1978 compared to 1969: l. the number of small farms (less than 
140 acres) had increased, with the largest increases coming in the smallest 
size categories; 2. there were fewer medium-sized (140-499 acres) farms; and 
3. the number of large farm s (500 acres or more) had increased modestly. 
These trends have likely been influenced by several factors. In some 
cases, higher product prices in 1974 and 1978 increased the value of pro-
ducts sold from farms with small acreages, thereby shifting them up into a 
sales classification of at least $2,500. In other cases, the increase in small 
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farm numbers probably reflects the nationwide desire by many persons to 
return to country living . Some of the intermediate-size units acquired more 
land which shifted them up into the larger acreage category . In some cases 
all of a former unit went to an expanding operator. But in other cases only 
part of a unit may have been sold, thus contributing to an increase in the 
number of smaller tracts, many being part-time farms and rural residences . 
The increase in number of farms in the large acreage categories has been 
facilitated by continued advances in technology, especially in farm machin-
ery and irrigation equipment. Tax incentives also probably played a role in 
the expansion of many farm units. 
FARM CHARACTERISTICS AND ADJUSTMENTS 
In addition to farm number and size distributions, there are other farm 
characteristics relevant to assessing changes in the Nebraska farm sector. 
Type of Tenure 
The predominant farm tenure group in Nebraska is the part owner. Such 
a farmer both owns some and rents from others part of the land he farms. 
Part owners accounted for 40. 1 percent of all Nebraska farmers in 1978-a 
figure that changed little between 1969 and 1978 (Table 5). The number of 
farm s operated by full owners increased slightly during this same period 
(from 34.5 to 38.0 percent of the total) while full tenant operators declined 
from 25 .3 to 21.9 percent. 
Part owners have larger operations than either full owners or tenants. 
More than three out of every fi ve acres is now farmed by part owners, a 
slight increase from 1969. This increase came at the expense of tenants who 
in 1978 farmed only 14.7 percent of the land, down from 18.4 percent in 
1969. 
The decline in the farm tenancy rate is related to the desire of most opera-
tors to own at least part of the land they farm and the availability of credit 
that enabled them to make farmland purchases. Also, technological 
changes have made it possible for fewer operators (tenants and part owners) 
to farm the land available .for ren t. 
Type of Farm Business Organization 
Individual or family-owned units continue to be the dominant type of 
farm business organization . In 1978, they accounted for 85.9 percent of all 
farms (Table 6). The last three Censuses of Agriculture show no strong 
trends for individual or famil y-owned units . Nor has there been any notable 
trend for partnerships, which in 1978 accounted for 10. 1 percent of all 
farm s. Farms organized as corporations (including family-owned) increased 
in number , especially between 1974 and 1978, but still accounted for only 
3.9 percent of all Nebras ka fa rm s in 1978. 
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Data indicate that farms organized as partnerships or corporations (in-
cluding family-owned) tend to be larger operations. In 1978, corporation 
farms accounted for 13.4 percent of all land in farms, an increase from 7.0 
percent in 1969. In both years these figures were considerably higher than 
the percentage of farms identified as being corporations. But while the 
percentage of farmland controlled by corporations had nearly reached that 
controlled by partnerships in 1978, both were substantially less than that 
controlled by individual or family-owned units. 
Farm Types 
For many years the Census has classified farms by types, based on sales 
values of products sold. Nebraska farms were split almost evenly between 
cash grain and livestock farms in 1978 (Table 7). The number of cash grain 
farms increased abruptly between 1969 and 1974, probably because higher 
grain prices in 1974 raised the value of grain sales, thereby contributing to 
the increase in the number of farms categorized as cash grain operations. By 
1978, the number of cash grain farms had dropped back again and livestock 
farms had increased, but neither had returned to 1969 levels when there 
were substantially more livestock farms than cash grain farms. The number 
of dairy and poultry farms have declined, as have those in an "all other" 
category. The pattern is mixed in the general farm category. 
Crop Production 
Nebraska is primarily a corn production state as measured by the number 
of farm s growing corn, the acreage harvested, and the total bushels pro-
duced (Table 8). Although the number of farms producing corn was some-
what smaller in 1978 than in 1969, total acreage and average acreage 
harvested per farm were larger. Poor growing conditions in 1974 show up 
both in total production and average yield per acre. 
Wheat ranked second to corn in number of Nebraska farms producing it 
and acres harvested. Except for 1974, however, total production of wheat 
ranked behind both corn and grain sorghum. 
Soybeans have been consistently ranked fourth in the number of farms 
producing the crop, total acres in production, bushels produced, and aver-
age number of acres per farm. 
Livestock Production 
The number of farms engaged in livestock production trended downward 
from 1969 to 1978 (Table 9) . In fact, with the exception of broilers, the 
number of farms selling each species of livestock declined significantly. 
However, the average number of cattle and hogs per farm increased as did 
the total number of animals in these major livestock enterprises. For dairy 
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and poultry products the average value of sales per farm was much higher in 
1978 than in 1969, reflecting larger-sized units and higher prices received. 
Farms with breeding animals and laying flocks declined in number during 
the 1969-1978 period (Table 10). However, the number of beef cows and 
hogs kept for breeding purposes increased during the period . 
The long-term downtrend in milk cows, breeding ewes, and laying hens 
continued between 1969 and 1978. Not only did the number of farms with 
these enterprises decline, but the actual number of milk cows, ewes, and lay-
ing hens in the state dropped . There were modest increases in the average 
number of milk cows and ewes per farm while the number of laying hens per 
farm doubled to the still modest level of 419 birds per farm. 
Farm Production Expenses 
Farm production expenses for Nebraska farms increased substantially 
between 1969 and 1978 (Table II). The largest single expenditure in each of 
the Census years (1969, 1974 and 1978) was for livestock and poultry, which 
is not surprising in view of the state's prominence in cattle feeding. The sec-
ond largest item, which ties in closely with the first, was for feed purchases. 
The largest percentage increases in expenses were for agricultural chemi-
cals, seeds and commercial fertilizer. Expenditures for each of these items 
was at least three times as high in 1978 as in 1969. In each case, a portion of 
the increased expenditure was due to a larger acreage under production in 
1978 . A more significant element, however, was the higher price paid for 
each unit of these input items. 
With the exception of commercially mixed feeds, cost of each of the input 
items li sted in Table II at least doubled during the period of this study. 
Farm Product Sales and Other Income Sources 
The total value of products sold and average value per farm increased 
greatly from 1969 to 1978 (Table 12). The largest percentage increase oc-
curred between 1969 and 1974, bot gains between 1974 and 1978 were also 
sizable. The value of products sold per farm in Nebraska averaged $33,680 
in 1969, $59,497 in 1974, and $83,824 in 1978. 
In each of the three Census years in this study, livestock and poultry (in-
cluding their products) accounted for a larger proportion of farm product 
sales than crops. However, crops made a relative gain during the 1969-78 
period, especially between 1969 and 1974. In 1978, however, livestock still 
accounted for two-thirds of the total value of Nebraska farm products sold, 
down from three-fourths of the total in 1969 . The leading commodities for 
Nebraska cash farm receipts in 1978 were cattle and calves, grain (especially 
corn), hogs and dairy products. 
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Farm Asset Values 
The values of major farm assets have increased greatly in recent years, 
largely because of inflation. The total value of farm land and buildings 
nearly doubled between 1969 and 1974 and then nearly doubled again be-
tween 1974 and 1978 (Table 13). This large increase in value also shows up 
when comparisons are made on a per farm or a per acre basis. 
The value of machinery and equipment on farms also increased greatly-
more than doubling from 1969 to 1974 and then increasing further to 
$55,875 per farm in 1978. 
The potential effects of the sharply higher farm real estate values vary 
widely among individual farm operators. For many who owned land that 
had been inherited or purchased earlier at lower prices, the land price jump 
meant a large increase in net worth, borrowing power, and for those who 
sold, capital gains. But for those who purchased the higher-priced land and 
financed it at high interest rates, severe economic consequences have some-
times resulted because of production shortfalls and lower commodity 
prices. In many cases, however, these rece.nt farmland purchases were tracts 
for farm enlargement rather than for whole, new farm units. 
Operator Age 
There was no discernable trend in the average age of farmers between 
1969 and 1978 (Table 14). However, the number of farmers in the youngest 
age brackets (less than 35 years of age) increased as a percentage of the 
total. Middle-age farmers (35-54 years), in contrast, made up relatively less 
of the total in 1978 than in 1969. 
Part of the shift by age group no doubt reflects changes occurring in the 
general population . During the 1970s, farmers in their 20s and early 30s 
came from that part of the population which was part of the post-World 
War II baby boom. 
But perhaps the most important contributing factor to a changing age 
structure was that 1973 and 1974 were extremely good years for farm in-
come. This encouraged young people who were making career decisions to 
go into farming. The absolute and relative increase in the number of 
farmers in the under 35 age group between 1974 and 1978 is particularly 
noteworthy because the number of farmers in all other age categories was 
falling during the same period. 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
Dramatic changes occurred in the structure of Nebraska agriculture be-
tween 1969 and 1978. Price inflation was probably the dominant factor in 
large changes which occurred in farm product sales, increased production 
expenses, and larger farm asset values. During the nine-year period, the 
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general price level nearl y doubled . Farm asset values, especiall y real estate, 
may have increased not only in respon se to inflation but al so in anticipation 
of even more of it. 
The average number of acres per farm in Nebraska increased between 
1969 and 1978. However, at the two extremes-less than 100 acres and more 
than 500 acres -farm numbers increased, while only " middle-size" farms 
between 100 and 500 acres decreased in number. Similar trends have been 
underway nationally. Future policy initiatives may have to focus more on 
these size-distribution patterns than past policies have. 
A large proportion of farm product sales now come from larger farm s, 
and thi s seem s likely to continue . The predominant form of farm business 
organi zation rem ains individual or famil y-operated unit s, even though cor-
poration farms (including famil y-owned corporations) were the fastest 
growing segment during the nine-year period . 
Nebraska is primaril y a cattle and corn state, a lthough several other en-
terprises add significantly to the tota l value of farm production in the state. 
In fact , the diversity o f Nebraska agriculture may be one of its major 
strengths . 
Table 1. Number of farms, value of sales, and land in fa rms for farms with 
prod uct sales of $2,500 and over, and under $2,500, Nebraska, 
1969, 1974, and 1978. 
1978 1974 1969 
$2,500 U nder $2 ,500 Under $2 ,500 Under 
ltt"m Uni t & over $2,500 & over $2,500 & o ver $2,500 
Number 
of farms 61 ,461 4,455 62,570 5,027 63 ,385 8,872 
Percent 
of farms Percent 93 .2 6.8 92.6 7.4 87.7 12.3 
Value of Mil. 
salesa / Dol. 5, 152 13 3,723 10 2, 135 13 
Percent 
of sales Percent 99 .7 .3 99 .7 .3 99.4 .6 
Land in 1,000 
farms acres 45 ,604 700 45,413 759 44,659 1' 175 
Percent 
of land Percent 98 .5 1.5 98.4 1.6 97 .0 3.0 
a/ 1974 and / 969 data include sales offoresr produus. 
So urce: Based on dara f rom rhe 1969. 1974. and 1978 Censuse.1 ~~r rl griculture)iJr ehroska. 
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The structure of agriculture will probably change in the future-as it has 
in the past. But neither causal forces nor resulting changes will be exactly 
like those that have occurred previously. 
During the 1980s, weather conditions will continue to cause considerable 
year-to-year variability in prices and incomes, especially for crop farmers, 
with resulting impacts on farm assets. 
Beyond that, agriculture's close tie-in with general economic and mone-
tary conditions will become an increasingly important factor in the financial 
well-being of individual farmers. The better conditions are in the general 
economy, the better farmers will do and vice-versa . Those with the largest 
volume will have the most at stake- good or bad. 
Technological gains in both production and marketing of agricultural 
products will probably be slow, but steady. As in the past, larger farmers 
are likely to be best able to effectively use these technological advance-
ments. 
Finally, exports of agricultural products will grow but the relative gains 
are not likely to approach the very rapid growth during the 1972-78 period. 
This will likely moderate price increases for both commodities and farm 
assets , especially real estate. 
Table 2. Number and percentage distribution of farms by value of product 
sales class, Nebraska, 1969, 1974, and 1978.a/ 
1978 1974 1969 Change 
No. of Pet. of No . of Pet. of No. of Pel. of 1969-1978 
Sales class farms farmsb / farms farmsb / farms farmsb / (percent) 
$ 2,500-4,999 3,826 6.2 4,545c/ 7.3 7, 108c/ 11.2 - 46.2 
5,000-9,999 6,242 10.2 7,531 12.0 12, 114 19. 1 - 48 .5 
10,000-19,999 9,801 16.0 11,482 18.4 17,691 27.9 - 44.6 
20,000-39,999 13 ,097 21.3 15 ,424 24.7 15 ,902 25 . 1 - 17.6 
40,000-99,999 18,1 71 29.6 16,546 26.4 8,056 12 .7 125.6 
100,000 & over 10,324 16.8 7,042 11.3 2,514 4.0 310.7 
100,000-199,999 6,855 11.2 4,899 7.8 1,647 2.6 316.2 
200,000-499,999 2,700 4.4 1,690 2.7 624 1.0 332.7 
500,000 & over 769 1.3 453 .7 243 .4 216.5 
To tal 61,461 100.0 62,570 100.0 63 ,385 100.0 - 3.0 
a/ Includes f arms with product sales of $2,500 and over. 
IJI Figures rounded to nearesl tenth of one percent; details may not add to 1010ts due to round-
in g. 
c! lncludes .farms reponing sales less than $2,500 but having potemial for sales of $2,500 or 
over. 




Table 3. Value and percentage distribution of agricultural products sold by sales class , Nebraska, 1969, 1974, and 
1978.a/ 
1978 1974 1969 
Pet. ol' Pet. of Pet. of Change 
Sales tota l Sales total Sales total 1969-1978 
Sales dass ($ 1000) sa lesb/ ($ 1000) salesb/ ($1000) sa lesb/ (Percent) 
$ 2, 500-4,999 14, 128 .3 15 ,892c/ .4 25,506C/ 1.2 - 44.6 
5,000-9 ,999 45 ,361 .9 55,843 1.5 90,103 4.2 - 49.7 
I 0,000-19,999 143,062 2.8 168,458 4.5 257 ,855 12.0 - 44.5 
20,000-39,999 382,446 7.4 447,408 12.0 445 ,432 20.7 - 14.1 
40,000-99,999 I , 154,518 22.4 I ,025 ,203 27.5 476,387 22.1 142.3 
100,000 & over 3,412,385 66 .2 2,010,025 54.0 856,657 39.8 298 .3 
Total 5, 151,900 100.0 3,722,829 100.0 2, 151 ,94odl 100.0 139.4 
a! Includes fa rills wilh producl sales of $2, 500 and over. 
hi Figures rounded 10 nearesl lenlh of one percenl; delails may no/ add 10 lolals due 10 rounding. 
c! Includes sales r~f famls reporling sales less !han $2,500 bul having polenlial f or sales of $2,500 or over. 
d / This value agrees wilh 1969 Census f indings, bul 1974 and 1978 Censuses give value of $2, 134,909 fo r 1969. 
Source: Based on dala f rom !he 1969, 1974 and 1978 Censuses of Agricullure f or Nebraska . 
Table 4. Number and percentage distribution of farms by acreage categor-
ies, Nebraska, 1969, 1974, and 1978.a/ 
Change 
Farm size 1978 1974 1969 1969-1978 
(acres)b/ Number Percenlc7 Number Percenlc? Number Percenlc7 (Percent) 
Under 10 
acres 3,038 4.9 2,197 3.5 1,464 2.3 107.5 
10-49 2,841 4.6 1,852 3.0 1,022 1.6 178.0 
50-69 796 1.3 715 1.1 472 .8 68.6 
' 
70-99 2,602 4.2 2,633 4.2 2,008 3.2 29.6 
100-139 2,159 3.5 2,238 3.6 1,998 3.2 8.1 
140-179 5,779 9.4 6,460 10.3 6,925 10.9 . 16.5 
180-219 2,324 3.8 2,562 . 4.1 2,988 4.7 . 22.2 
220-259 3,702 6.0 4,192 6.7 5,129 8.1 . 27.8 
260-499 16,052 26.1 17,843 28.5 20,328 32.1 . 21.0 
500-999 12,304 20.0 12,504 20.0 12, 151 19.2 l.3 
1,000-1,999 6,023 9.8 5,675 9.1 5,440 8.6 10.7 
2,000 & over 3,841 6.3 3,699 5.9 3,460 5.5 11.0 
Total 61,461 100.0 62,570 100.0 63 ,385 100.0 - 3.0 
a/ Includes farms wilh produc1 sales of $2,500 and over. 
b/ Overall lhese farms averaged 742 acres in 1978, 726 acres in 1974, and 705 acres in 1969. 
c/ Figures rounded 10 neares1 1en1h of one percenl; delails may no1 add 10 IO!als due 10 round-
in g. 




TableS. Distribution of farms and land acreage by tenure of operator, Nebraska, 1969, 1974, and 1978.a/ 
1978 1974 1969 
Tenure of Number Percenl Percenl Number Percenl Pereenl Number Pereenl Percenl 
opcraror of farms of farmsc/ of Iande/ of farms of farmse / of Iande/ of farms of farmse / of Iande/ 
Full owner 23,370 38.0 23.3 24,661 39.4 25.7 21,872 34.5 22.0 
Part ownerb/ 24,655 40.1 62.0 24,773 39.6 59.3 25,472 40.2 59.7 
Tenant 13,436 21.9 14.7 13,136 21.0 15.1 16,041 25 .3 18.4 
c;; Total 61,461 100.0 100.0 62,570 100.0 100.0 63,385 100.0 100.0 
a/ Includes j(mns wilh producl sales of $2,500 and over. 
bl Opera10rs 11 '110 O IV/1 so111e and renl f rom Of hers some of !he land !hey far/11. 
cl Figures rounded lo nearesl !eni/1 of one percem; def(fi/s may 110 1 add 10 !Of(f/s due 10 rounding. 
Source: Based on da/(1 ji"o111 !he 1969, 1974 and 1978 Censuses of Agriculwre for Nebraska. 
Ta ble 6. Distri bution of farms and land acreage by type of organization, Nebraska, 1969, 1974, and 1978.a/ 
1978 1974 1969 
Type of Nu mber l'ercent Percent Num ber Percent Percen t Nu mber Percent Percent 
organiza tion nl" farms of fa rmsd/ of la ndd / of fa rms of farmsd/ of la ndd / of fa rms of furm sd / of landd / 
I ndi vidual 
or fami ly 52,762 85 .9 72.3 56,406 90.2 78 .5 54,897 86.6 76.0 
Partnership 6, 191 10. 1 13.9 4,860 7.8 11.4 7,476 11.8 16.3 
Corporal ion b/ 2,375 3.9 13.4 1,192 1.9 9.8 659 1.0 7.0 
~ Otherc/ 133 .2 .3 11 2 .2 .4 353 .6 .7 
Tot al 61,46 1 100.0 100.0 62,570 100.0 100.0 63,385 100.0 100 .0 
11 lnclwi<·' .fun //\ ll'll il tJroduct sales r!f' $2.500 and over. 
h i l nclud tng ,lu111ill' O\\'IIC'd. 
c·i Coopem/1 1'<'. C'\t!I/C' o r trust. p ri.1011 fu rl// , etc. 
11 I 'i,~lll'<'l m unr/NI to neurc•st tC'tllil t~!' one percC'nt ; de tails nw•· no t add to to tals due to round in}(. 
So urce': Hu.\C'Ii "" data ,limn tile 1969, 1974 and 1978 Censuses t~/ Agriculture f or Nebraska . 
Table 7. Number and percentage distribution 
Nebraska , 1969, 1974, and 1978.a/ 
of farms by major type, 
1978 1974 1969 
Type ol' farmb/ umber Percentil7 Number Percentil7 Number Percentil7 
Cash grain 28,623 46.6 30,039 
Livestockc/ 27,889 45.4 25,891 
Dairy 1,288 2.1 2, 121 
Genera l 
Primarily crop I, 119 1.8 1,372 
Primaril y 
li vestock 837 1.4 669 
Poultry 110 .2 131 
All other 1,595 2.6 2,347 
Total 61,461 100.0 62 ,570 
a/ In dudes f arms H"il ft produc/ sales of $2,500 and over. 
hi Bused on k ind.\ and m lues of producls sold. 
cl Ercluding dain·, poul1n, and animal specially . 
48.0 21 ,329 33 .7 
41.4 32, 170 50.8 
3.4 2,459 3.9 
4,067 6.4 
2.2 N/ A 
1.1 N/ A 
.2 166 .3 
3.8 3,194 5.0 
100.0 63,385 100.0 
111 Figures rounded 1o I lea res/ 1e111h r~/' one percen1; de/ails may no! add 1o !Of(lls due 10 round-
I ll ,!.! . 
Source: Based on dula jiom !he 1969, 1974, and 1978 Censuses of A gricul!ure f or Nebraska. 
15 
Table 8. Production of major crops, Nebraska, 1969, 1974, and 1978.a/ 
Crop han·es led nil 1978 1974 1969 
Corn 
Farms Number 39, 162 40,121 42,711 
Acres 1000 acres 6,670 5,578 4,353 
Productio n Million bu. 708.5 387 .7 400.6 
Yield Bushel / acre 106.2 69 .5 92.0 
Size (avg. ) Acres/ farm 170.3 139.0 101.9 
Soybeans 
Farms Number 16,650 17,51 7 16,684 
Acres 1000 acres 1,210 1,046 646 
Production Million bu . 37 .7 25.5 20.4 
Yield Bushel / acre 31.1 24.4 31.6 
Size (avg.) Acres/ farm 72.7 59.7 38.7 
Wheat 
Farms Number 21 ,739 27 ,616 29,178 
Acres 1000 acres 2,408 2,817 2,410 
Production Million bu. 73 .4 90.4 70.7 
Yield Bushel / acre 30.5 32 .1 29.3 
Size (avg.) Acres/ farm 110.8 102.0 82.6 
Grain Sorghum 
Farms Number 17,998 18,280 21 ,213 
Acres 1000 acres 1,806 I ,759 1,438 
Production Million bu. 127 .6 59.7 104.5 
Yield Bushel / acre 70.7 33 .9 72.7 
Size (avg .) Acres/ farm I 00.4 96 .2 67 .8 
a/ Includes farms with product sales of $2,500 and Ol'er. 
Source: Based on data from the 1969, 1974, and 1978 Censuses of A!(riculture for Nebraska. 
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Table 9. Livestock and livestock product sales by farms, Nebraska, 1969, 
1974, and 1978.a/ 
Sales Items 1978 1974 1969 
Cattle and calves 
Farms 42,724 47,308 51,981 
Head (1000) 5,978 5,177 5,389 
Head per farm 140 109 104 
Hogs and pigs 
Farms 21,656 23,183 29,740 
Head (1000) 6,176 4,969 4,747 
Head per farm 285 214 160 
Sheep and lambs 
Farms 2,224 2,541 3,572 
Head (1000) 180 228 430 
Head per farm 81 90 120 
Broilers 
Farms 546 589 350 
Head (1000) 116 108 94 
Head per farm 212 183 268 
Dairy products 
Farms 3,499 5,038 9,899 
Value (Million dol.) 101 81 53 
Sales per farm ($) 28,804 15,984 5,353 
Poultry and poultry 
prod. 
Farms 3,864 6,136 11,827 
Value (Million dol.) 31 32 19 
Sales per farm ($) 8, 145 5,153 1,638 
a/ Include\ j£mn1 11·ith 11roduct sales of $2,500 and over. 
S"urce: Based " " data .fimn the 1969, 1974 and 1978 Censuses of Agriculture for Nebraska. 
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Table 10. Livestock inventories of farms, Nebraska, December 31, 1969, 
1974, and 1978.a/ 
lnvenlory ilems 1978 1974 1969 
Beef cows 
Farms 31 '711 35,823 36,792 
Head (1000) 1,979 2,169 I ,838 
Head per farm 62 61 50 
Hogs and pigs 
(for breeding) 
Farms 15,496 15 ,409 21,887 
Head (1000) 528 381 469 
Head per farm 34 25 21 
Milk cows 
Farms 5,625 7,864 12,879 
Head (1000) 118 144 155 
Head per farm 21 18 12 
Ewes 
Farms 1,917 2,296 3, 162 
Head (1000) 107 100 171 
Head per farm 56 44 54 
Laying hens 
Farms 7,248 10,313 17 ,024 
Head (1000) 3,040 3,305 3,479 
Head per farm 419 321 204 
a/ Includes farms 1rith produ('( sales of $2,500 and over. 
Source: Based on data fro m the 1969, 1974 and 1978 Censuses of Agriculwre j(n· e!Jraska . 
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T!iblc II. Farm produclion expenses, by ilems, Nebraska, 1969, 1974, and 1978.a/ 
1978d/ 1974 1969 l)ercenl 
Million Pt•n:enf Million Percent Million Percent increase , 
IH.• m dollars ul' tot:~t dullars ul' total dollars ol' total 1969-1978 
--
I . Li ves tock and poultry 
purchased I ,503 N/ A 866 30.5 705 40.4 113 .2 
2. Feed purchased 655 N/ A 595 21.0 306 17.5 114.0 
a. Commerciall y mixed 
feeds 177 N/ A 214 117 
3. Seeds, bulbs, plant s, and 
trees Ill N/ A 67 2.3 30 1.7 269.4 
4. Hired farm labor 128 N/ A 76 2.7 50 2.9 153.8 
5. Co ntrac t labo r, machine 
hire, and custom work 81 N/ A 62 2.2 39 2.2 105 .6 
"' 6. Commercia l fertili zerb / 267 N/ A 207 7.3 74 4.2 258.0 
7. Gasoline and other 
petrol eum fue l and oil 222 N/ A 143 5.5 75 4.3 195.1 
8. Agri cult ural chemical sc/ 88 N/ A 52 1. 8 21 1.2 323 .6 
9. Other prod . ex penses N/ A N/ A 748 27 .0 443 25 .0 N/ A 
To tal N/ A N/ A 2,834 100.0 1,744 100.0 N/ A 
u lndtuh•, .furlll\ 11 '1111 fJI'urlu u wlc•' r~/ $2.500 and orc•r. 
h 1 .. \dur/c•' Ifill(', 
c· l nclurlc·' how. 
d 1978 t ' \/WII\t' \ arc litHer/ on a \tll11fJie of j af'lll\ .. \·mce no e\limatc> H Cll 't>/1 t~/ "other pr()duc1ion expen . .,·e,," 1he pen·entage f~l tow/ expense~ 
uc·t ·rnulfctl for !Jy c•mh t'afl•gm)' t 't lllllfJf he determined. 
\nurn•: !Ja,c•rl 011 data troll/ the 1969. 1974 and / 978 Cc•n\11.\'C'\ o.f / l ,t!,rwu lt ure for N(1 /Jraska . 
Table 12. Value of products sold by farms , Nebraska, 1969, 1974, and 
197sal 
1978 1974 1969 
Million Percent Million Percent Million Percent 
Product sold dollars of totalb/ dollars of totalb/ dollars of totalb/ 
Crops 
Grains I ,599 31.0 I ,388 37.3 466 21.9 
Fieldseeds, hay 
forage and silage 77 1.5 93 2.5 41 1.9 
Other field crops 37 .7 78 2. 1 21 1.0 
Vegetables, 'sweet 
corn , and melons .6 .01 .5 .01 .4 .02 
Fruits, nuts, and 
berries .2 .005 .2 .006 .3 .01 
Nursery and green-
house products 8 .2 4 .I 3 . I 
Subtotal-crops, etc . 1,722 33.4 1.563 42.0 532 24.9 
Livestock, poultry 
and their products 
Cattle and calves 2,733 53 . 1 1,680 45 . 1 1,297 60.8 
Poultry and products 31 .6 32 .9 19 .9 
Dairy products 101 2.0 81 2.2 53 2.5 
Hogs and pigs 544 10.6 353 9.5 
Sheep, lambs, and 
wool 12 .2 8 .2 
Other livestock and 234 10.9 
livestock products 9 .2 7 .2 
Subtotal-livestock , 
etc . 3,430 66.6 2,160 58.0 1,603 75.1 
Total products sold 5,152 100.0 3,723 100.0 2, 135 100.0 
Average per farm $83,824 $59,497 $33 ,680 
a/ Includes f arm wilh producl sales of $2, 500 and over. 
bl Dew ils may 1101 add 10 101als due 10 rounding. 
Source: Based on dala f rom 1he 1969, 1974 and 1978 Censuses f~/ Agriml111re fo r ebraska. 
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Table 13. Value of selected fa rm investment items, Nebraska farms, 1969, 
1974, and 1978a/ . 
Item Unil 1978b/ 1974 1969 
Value of land and buildings Mil. dollars 24,202 12,769 6,814 
Average per farm Dollars 393,571 204,070 107 ,502 
Average per acre Dollars 524 281 153 
Value o f machinery and 
equipment Mil. dollars 3,434 1,976 900 
Average per farm Dollars 55 ,875 32,656 14,416 
"
1Jncludes farm.\ ll'ith product sales of $2,500 and o•·er. 
/i / 1978 data are based 011 a sample r~lfarms . 
Source: Based 011 data jimn the 1969, 1974 and / 978 Ce11suses of Agriculture for Nebraska. 
Table 14. Farm operators by age group , all farms, Nebraska , 1969, 1974, 
and 1978. 
1978 197431 1969 
Age Number Percent67 Number Percent67 Number Percent67 
Under 25 years 3,591 5.5 2,656 4.0 2,143 3.0 
25-34 years 10,208 15.5 7,751 11.7 8,806 12.2 
35-44 years 11 ,291 17.1 11 ,604 17.5 15 ,357 21.3 
45-54 years 15 ,856 24 .1 17 ,086 25 .8 18,814 26.0 
55 -64 years 15,956 24.2 16,578 25.0 17,909 24.8 
65 years a [} d over 9,014 13 .7 10,589 16.0 9,228 12.8 
Total 65 ,916 100.0 66,264 100.0 72 ,257 100.0 
Average age 48 .6 50.3 49.3 
a/ 1974 data apply only to indil'idual or family operations (sole proprietorships) a11d partner-
ships. 
hi Figures rounded to the nearest tenth of o11e perce11t; details mal' 11ot add to /Otals due to 
round ill~. 
Source: Based 0 11 data .fiwn the 1969. 1974 and 1978 Ce11suses '!f Agriculture .fin· ehraslw. 
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Appendix Table I. Selected data items for farms in Nebraska and sur-
rounding states, 1969, 1974, and 1978.a/ 
Item Nebraska Iowa Kansas Missouri So. Dakota Wyoming 
Number 
of farms 
1969 63,385 123 ,495 68,394 86,503 40,470 7,179 
1974 62,570 117,075 69,088 82,385 39,818 6,885 
1978 61,461 117 ,717 67 ,401 97 ,809 36,890 7,024 
Acres per 
farm (avg.) 
1969 705 263 692 313 978 4,302 
1974 726 277 680 319 1,010 4,412 
1978 742 283 695 294 1,053 4,207 
Value of 
sales (avg.)b/ 
1969 33 ,682 29,424 26,059 16,261 23,485 34,285 
1974 59,499 53 ,835 53,063 27,451 41,544 52,030 
1978 83,824 69 ,597 74,117 34,028 51 ,464 75,606 
Value of land 
& buildings 
(avg. per farm)c/ 
1969 107 ,502 102,774 108,166 71,027 87,281 184,711 
1974 204,070 199,393 199,725 126,881 157' 160 364,542 
1978 393,572 439,538 347,045 213 ,778 292,006 631,468 
a/ Includes farms wi1h produc1 sales of $2,500 and over. 
b/ 1974 and / 969 dala include sales of fo resl produc1s. 
c/ 1978 dala are based on a sample of farms. 
Source: Based on dala f ro/11 1he / 969, 1974 and 1978 Censuse.\ <~f Agricui!Ure, selecled sl(l(es. 
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